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Egypt has a rich history in the production and trade
of medicinal and aromatic plants.
Cultivated area with MAPs reached up to 30.000
hectare which represents less than 0.8% of the total
cultivated area.
Chamomile, peppermint, marjoram, fennel, cumin,
basil, black cumin, calendula, lemongrass, …etc are
the most important plants cultivated mainly for
exportation.

Exports of MAPs comes in the fifth rank of
the Egyptian agricultural exports.

USA is the largest foreign market for
Egyptian production, followed by the EU
and Arabian countries.
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About 90% of MAPs (120.000 tons annually) are
produced for exportation.
Egyptian exports of MAPs reached up to US$ 160
million (fresh and dried herbs, essential oils and
concrete). The global market of MAPs production
reached more than US$ 60 billion of which the
Egyptian production represented only 0.02%.

The most imported MAPs to Egypt include
black pepper - nutmeg - turmeric

Suitable environmental conditions in Egypt
allow diversification of the cultivated MAPs.
Most of MAPs are drought and salinity
tolerant.
Land available (old-new) for agriculture.
Highly qualified agricultural experts and
labor.

MAPs occupy an important economical
position because of their continuous
demand in foreign markets.
MAPs are considered an important cash
crop for small farmers which leads to
livelihood improvement for the poor
communities.

Intensive labor using old techniques.
High level of pesticides residues.
Most of growers are small holders that led to
varying production and quality which affect
the advantages of export competition.

Lack of reliable statistics and database
which led to lack of future exportation
planning.
Shortage of applying the Good Agriculture
Practices (GAP) and other international
standard regulations.
Lack of NGOs role in MAPs sector.

Use of old techniques in harvest, postharvest and processing led to contamination
(high microbial load).
Lack of MAPs extraction methods.
Export the production as raw materials
which decreases the added value of such
products.

Horizontal expansion for cultivated areas with
valuable MAPs especially in the newly
reclaimed desert land.
Breeding programs for selecting high yield and
quality varieties.
Increasing the productivity by applying the
Good Agriculture Practices (GAP).

Examination of world markets.
Using new technologies in processing.
Increasing the products value through applying
organic agriculture methods.

